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FALSE RIVER ACADEMY 

COURSE CATALOG 

 

This course catalog allows you to select courses for the coming year.  It is the 

responsibility of the student and parent(s) to choose the appropriate career and graduation 

plan.  Please give your graduation requirements and career goals careful thought and 

consideration as you complete your course selection sheet. 

 

Parent and student signatures on the selection sheet acknowledge approval for the courses 

selected; therefore, there should be no need for changes.  If you have any questions or 

concerns in completing your course selection sheet, please call False River Academy 

(225) 638-3783. 
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LOUISIANA HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

(BULLETIN 741-HANDBOOK FOR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS) 

 

All students must enroll in the Core 4 Curriculum for the first two years.  After 

completion of the sophomore year, the student may opt out.  Parents must meet with the 

school administration and sign a request stating such.  The student is then enrolled in the 

Basic Core Curriculum. Refer to student handbook for information on those requirements 

for graduation. 

 

ENGLISH (4 units) 

Shall be English I, II, III, and IV in consecutive order. 

 

MATHEMATICS (4 units) 

Shall be selected from the following courses after satisfying the requirements in Algebra I 

and Geometry or Algebra II.  Two more units will be obtained from the following: 

Geometry, Algebra II, Financial Math, Math Essentials, Advanced Math, or Calculus. 

 

SCIENCE (4 units) 

Shall be Biology and Chemistry and any two more from the following: Physical Science, 

Biology II, Environmental Science, or Physics. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES (4 units) 

Shall be Civics and U. S. History and two more from the following: World Geography, 

World History, or Western Civilization. 

 

HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION (2 units) 

Though only two units are required, a student may take and receive credit for four units. 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE (2 units) 

Shall be two units from the same language. 

 

ARTS (1 unit) 

Shall be from Fine Arts Survey or Art. 

 

ELECTIVES (3 units) 

 

TOTAL-24 units 

 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT 

 

The following are offered as Dual Enrollment earning the student both high school and 

college credit:  Advanced Math, Chemistry, English III, English IV, and U. S. History. 

Please reference Dual Enrollment Program requirements appendix 
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MATHEMATICS 

 

ALGEBRA I 

Grade Level: 8-9  

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

The purpose of this course is to provide a thorough understanding of algebraic concepts 

such as writing equations, solving equations, graphing equations, dealing with exponents, 

solving quadratic equations, factoring polynomials, and dealing with functions.  There 

will be an ongoing focus on the mastery of real life problem solving strategies.  The goal 

of this focus on real life problem solving strategies is to build and enhance critical 

thinking skills. 

 

GEOMETRY 

Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course is a study of Euclidean geometry, transformational geometry, and coordinate 

geometry.  Students will develop the use of both inductive and deductive reasoning to 

argue and confirm conjectures.  The course also includes studies of lines of a plane and 

their properties, plane figures and their properties, and solids and their properties.  Visual 

patterns and their uses will also be studied.  Special emphasis will be placed on algebraic 

connections to geometric concepts. 

 

ALGEBRA II 

Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Geometry 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

The purpose of this course is to reinforce critical thinking skills and build upon algebraic 

concepts already learned.  In addition to building on previously mastered concepts, this 

course will focus on solving systems of linear equations, graphic quadratic equations and 

parabolas, investigating exponential and logarithmic functions, solving and graphing 

rational functions, and previewing trigonometric principles. 

 

ADVANCED MATH/TRIGONOMETRY 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course is designed to provide a strong foundation of pre-calculus concepts, 

techniques, and applications to prepare students for more advanced work.  One semester 

will be devoted to the study of functions, their graphs and applications.  Functions that 
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will be studied include linear, quadratic, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic 

functions.  Analytic geometry with conic sections will also be covered this semester.  The 

second semester will be devoted to the study of trigonometry.  Trigonometric functions, 

equations, identities, applications, and graphs will be covered as well as triangle 

trigonometry, polar coordinates and graphs. Also offered as dual enrollment. 

 

MATH ESSENTIALS 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This one-year course is designed for eleventh and twelfth grade students needing further 

assistance in math curriculum. It builds on the concepts of algebra, geometry, and data 

analysis while solidifying and extending mathematical concepts, problem solving, and 

procedures. Areas of study will include numbers, number sense, and computations; 

patterns, functions, and algebra; measurement; spatial relationships and geometry; and 

data analysis. 

 

AP CALCULUS 

Grade Level: 12  

Prerequisite: Advanced math 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

The purpose of this course is to prepare the student for the AP Calculus exam. All topics 

in the AP Calculus curriculum guide will be studied. This includes developing an 

intuitive understanding of functions, graphs, and limits, derivatives and their applications, 

and integrals and their applications.  An AP approved graphing calculator is required for 

this class. 

 

 

SCIENCE 

 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

Grade Level: 9 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

Physical Science is a yearlong study of energy and matter.  It is organized along the 

following themes-nature of matter, chemistry of matter, motion, forces, energy, 

electricity, magnetism, sound, and light.  Students will be introduced to concepts through 

both lecture and lab activities. 
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BIOLOGY 

Grade Level: 10 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

Biology-the science of life-includes the study of the microscopic structure of a single 

organism as well as the study of the global interactions of millions of organisms.  In order 

to associate the text with everyday life laboratory sessions include microscopic viewing 

and animal dissections.  Field trips and guest speakers also demonstrate the practical 

application of biology. 

 

CHEMISTRY 

Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Algebra I and II with a recommended 80% average or better or concurrent 

enrollment in Algebra II. 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

Chemistry is the study of the composition, structure, and properties of substances and the 

changes they undergo.  The concepts of atomic structure, periodicity, stoichiometry, gas 

laws, hydrocarbons, and nuclear reactions are covered.  A good background in algebra is 

required.  Conversion factors are used extensively. Also offered as dual enrollment. 

 

PHYSICS 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II and Trigonometry with a recommended 80% average or better or 

concurrent enrollment. 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

Physics is the branch of science that involves the study of phenomena in order to establish 

patterns.  The concepts of mathematical relationships, motion, forces, momentum, work, 

energy, sound, light, and electricity are covered.  Laboratory investigations are used to 

enhance the learning of these concepts. 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

 

WORLD GEOGRAPHY 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This is a basic course in world geography.  Emphasis is on cultural and physical 

geography.  The work for the first quarter will establish a basic understanding of the 

natural earth systems, which will incorporate biology, geology, and physical science.  The 

remainder of the year will focus on various cultural regions of the earth and the physical 
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features of these regions.  By the end of the course, students should have a basic 

understanding of the biological and physical systems of the earth, religions, and cultures 

of differing regions of the earth.  Current events pertaining to various cultures and regions 

will be analyzed as applicable 

 

WORLD HISTORY 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This is a basic course in world history.  The course begins with Egypt and ancient mid-

eastern cultures and will progress through Greece and Rome, the Middle Ages, the 

Renaissance, and into the modern era.  The course will focus more heavily on changes 

and steps toward civilization, rather than names and date or chronology.  Geography, both 

modern and historical will play a large role in this course.  By the end of the course, 

students should be able to identify the major aspects of each historical culture, the 

contributions of each culture, and how historical world events affect current events.  

Additionally, the students should take with them an understanding of peripheral areas, 

such as world religions.  Current events that pertain to past events will be discussed as 

necessary. 

 

WESTERN CIVILIZATION 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course is intended to provide the student with 4-9 weeks overview of ancient and 

modern world history.  The first and second quarter will cover the historical narrative and 

cultural heritage of ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages, the 

Renaissance, Age of Absolutism, and early Modern Europe.  The third and fourth quarters 

will stress events of the development of modern Europe and will include the major events 

of the 20
th

 century to the present.  This course will help give the student a solid 

background in the historical, social, political, and cultural developments on which the 

correct world exists.  This course should be of greatest benefit to 11th grade students, but 

is open to all students. 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY 

Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

The course begins with the influence of the Crusades on Europe and the search for trade 

and wealth in the Far East and how it led to America.  The course covers the time span 

from early explorations of the European powers to present date America and its influence 

on the world. The course consists of thirteen units from exploration to post Cold War 
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times.  Strong emphasis is placed on the Colonial Era, the American Revolution, The 

Constitution, the Civil War Era, both world wars, and a fall of Communism.  Historical 

events are often related to current events during the year as well. Also offered as dual 

enrollment 

 

CIVICS 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course is designed to familiarize students with the activities and functions of the 

United States government on the national level, the state governments and their functions, 

as well as the local governments and their duties and responsibilities.  Emphasis will also 

be placed on capitalism and free enterprise.  The course includes the formation of the 

U.S. Constitution and its articles and amendments.  The functions and roles of major and 

minor political parties will be discussed as well as the election process, rights of citizens, 

and duties and responsibilities of the average citizen. 

 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

 

ENGLISH I 

Grade Level: 9 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course is an integrated approach to language and learning and includes writing, 

reading, and grammar skills. Language is developed and the writing process is 

implemented through active reading of world literature and guided response to the 

selections read. Emphasis in this course will be placed on further development of 

fundamental communication skills such as grammar mechanics and usage, correct oral 

and written language, vocabulary, dictionary and library usage, and composition. 

 

ENGLISH II 

Grade Level: 10 

Prerequisite: English I 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course will inform students in the correct usage of the English language, written and 

spoken, while they examine various literary genres to become familiar with traditional 

literary elements in fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama. Literary selections reflect a 

wide spectrum of authors from throughout history. A major emphasis is placed on 

development and use of the active reading model and written response (guided and 

independent) to literature. This course is designed to prepare students for a more in depth 
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examination of American and British literature in the 11th and 12th grades. The course 

combines writing, literature, and grammar in the examination of literary works through 

individual and cooperative study. 

 

ENGLISH III 

Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: English I/ II 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course, an integrated approach to student language and learning, combines writing, 

literature, and grammar. The major emphasis is language development and 

implementation through active reading and response to American Literature from the 

beginning of America to the present times. Students will also become familiar with the 

mechanics of research skills, writing, and documentation of research papers, and will 

write research papers. Also offered as dual enrollment 

 

ENGLISH IV 

Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: English I/II/II 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

This course will inform students in the correct usage of the English language, written and 

spoken, while they complete a survey of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period 

through the 20th century within an historical context. Students will become skilled 

readers of prose, poetry, and drama written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and 

contexts. Students will examine selections of literature and practice literary analysis using 

standard composition and essay form, as well as informal responses such as journals, 

quick writes, skits, and paraphrases. Students will use the active reader model to respond 

to literature through individual and cooperative study. This course is designed to prepare 

college-bound students for freshmen composition courses, as well as to enrich the cultural 

understanding of those who do not presently plan to enter college. Also offered as dual 

enrollment 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS (YEARBOOK) 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS I 

Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

Publications I is a two semester course for students to learn the basic skills needed in 

order to produce a good quality product. Each student is required to sell ads as a major 

fund-raiser. 
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PUBLICATIONS II 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Publications I 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

Publications II is a two semester course in which the seniors have two major objectives: 

1. Teaching the junior staff the art of producing a good publication by answering 

questions and teaching the procedures needed to make a good yearbook. 

2. Producing, along with the junior staff, a good quality product. 

 

 

 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 

 

KEYBOARDING 

Grade Level: 7 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: .5 unit 

 

Keyboarding is a one-semester course designed for students to master the touch method 

of keyboarding (typing), apply skills in formatting and produce various business 

documents such as: letters, memos, tables, reports, outlines, and reports. Emphasis is 

placed on development of speed, accuracy, and quality of output. 

 

 

COMPUTER BUSINESS APPLICATIONS I 

Grade Level: 8-12 

Prerequisite: Keyboarding strongly recommended 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

Computer Business Applications I is designed to acquaint students with the basic 

principles and terminology associated with data “information” processing. The two-

semester course includes units in computer concepts, word processing, spreadsheets, 

database, PowerPoint, and use of the Internet.  

 

 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION I-II 

Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit – each course 
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These courses are designed for students in the 9th and 10th grade.  It offers a variety of 

sports activities, both competitive and noncompetitive.  Students are exposed to lifetime 

activities such as tennis, volleyball, softball, badminton, and recreational games. 

 

Emphasis is placed on fitness, sportsmanship, and practical knowledge of these activities.  

Six weeks of health instruction addresses the physical, mental, emotional, and social 

dimensions of health.  The curriculum is designed to motivate and assist students to 

maintain and improve their health, prevent disease, and reduce health related behaviors.  

First aid and CPR training are included.  Health includes the physical, emotional, mental, 

and social well-being of individuals. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION III-IV 

Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: H&PE I/II 

Credit: 1 unit – each course 

 

These courses offer a variety of sports and activities, both competitive and 

noncompetitive.  Coed activities are also included throughout the year.  Students are 

exposed to lifetime activities such as tennis, volleyball, softball, badminton, and various 

recreational games.  Major emphasis is placed on fitness, sportsmanship, and practical 

knowledge of these activities.  Physical fitness testing is incorporated throughout both 

courses. 

 

 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

 

SPANISH I 

Grade Level: 9, 10, 11 

Prerequisite: None 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

The first year course emphasizes communication via listening and speaking skills, 

beginning structures, reading, and writing. 

 

SPANISH II 

Grade Level: 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Spanish I 

Credit: 1 unit 

 

The course continues the study of communicative functions of listening comprehension, 

speaking, reading comprehension, and basic composition. 

 

STUDY SKILLS I/II/III/IV 

Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Resource Placement 
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Credit: 1 unit 

 

High school students may earn one elective per year to meet graduation requirements.  

Students receive assistance in organizational skills needed to fulfill course requirements.   

 

POST-SECONDARY TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

 

Secondary students attending the post-secondary technical college (Baton Rouge 

Community College) may receive credit for instruction in any program area offered in the 

vocational technical school, if time requirements are met and if an equivalent course is 

not offered by the local school system.  
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The LSU College Readiness Program offers a dual enrollment (DE) opportunity for 

high school students to earn credit for both an LSU course and a high school course 

at the same time while remaining on the high school campus.  The following LSU 

math courses are offered for dual credit to qualifying high school students: 

 Math 1021 College Algebra paired with the first half of high school Advanced 

Math  

 Math 1022 Trigonometry paired with the second half of high school Advanced 

Math 

 

Requirements for Advanced Math/LSU Dual Enrollment for College Algebra (Fall 

Course)- 

 Student must have a minimum composite ACT score of 18 (ACT Aspire scores 

cannot be used) 

 Student must have a minimum composite MATH ACT score of 19 

 Student must have a minimum high school GPA of 2.0 

 Cost for College Algebra Dual Enrollment is $300 

 

Requirements for Advanced Math/LSU Dual Enrollment for College Trigonometry 

(Spring Course)- 

 Student must have successfully completed College Algebra Dual Enrollment 

course or have a minimum composite MATH ACT score of 25 

 Cost for Trigonometry Dual Enrollment is $300 

 

***Student will earn 3 hours of college credit per course 

 

 

 


